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Descendants of Martha Miranda Gray 

 
 

Generation No. 1 
 

1.  MARTHA MIRANDA2 GRAY  (JOSEPH1)1 was born 04 Sep 1849 in Dooly County, Georgia2, and died 15 
Apr 1918 in Geneva County, Alabama3.  She married RICHARD MILTON.  He was born Abt. 1847 in 
Georgia4. 
 
Notes for MARTHA MIRANDA GRAY: 
She was greatgrandmother of Lavinia Helms of Enterprise, Ala, who supplied me with family group sheet.  
Family is also documented in Coffee Springs, Alabama: A History by Farris and Helms, pg 98-99.  On 
page 98, it states that in 1905 Martha took care of Dr. W W Smith’s children after his first wife died.  On 
page 173, listing of Eden Cemetery, it says birth year should be 1848.  (1849 came from Lavinia’s family 
sheet.) 
 
Tombstone reads: 4 Sept 1845 - 15 Apr 1918 
 
1880 US Census (LDS Index) Dale County, Alabama, Daleville, Page 590b:  
 Richard Melton     29  GA laborer  NC NC 
 Martha Melton      35  GA  k.h.       NC NC 
 Lucy Ann               5   Al   (Right age to be Mary Louise.) 
 Joseph R                 2   Al 
 Andrew J.              1mo. Al 
(Next household is Joseph and Mary Gray.  On other side is household of Joel & Betsy Kelly of NC.) 
 
 
1885 Florida state census, June 1885, Walton County, Lake Defuniak, pg 287, #44: 
 Richard Milton 38  laborer,  unemployed 12 mo of last year  Ga Ga Ga 
 Martha 35?or 39?   Ga NC NC  
 W L (fem.)  9 (should be M L for Mary Louise)  
 Richard  7 
 J W (male)  3 
 David              6/12 (b. Dec)  all ch. born Ga 
(Martha’s age transcribed as 34 at http://www.knology.net/~toniab/Walton85.rtf.  Site also has children 
listed as born Al, Fl, Al, Fl.) 
 
 
1900 US Census, Geneva County, Alabama, 15 June, Precinct 11, Beaver Dam (name "Pledger 
community" stricken through), ED 7, pg 131b, #230: 
 Milton, Martha   48 (Sept 1851) widow, 10 child./5 living, farm laborer   Ga NC NC 
                                                    rents house, can R/W 
 John                   17 (Sep 1882)  farm laborer, can R/W                            Al Ga Ga 
 David                 15 (Jan 1885)   farm laborer, can R/W                           Al Ga Ga 
 Chas                  10 (Jan 1890)                                                                   Al Ga Ga 
 Lou                    23? (Aug 1876?) single, washer? woman, can R/W       Al Ga Ga 
At #232:  Rich Milton & Lizzie 
At #216:  Fene and Lila Gray 
At #293:  Susan Allen and Ella Noblin family 
 
 
1910 US Census, Geneva County, Alabama, Precinct 11, Beaver Dam, ED 107, Sht 10B, pg 126, 
#178/179: 
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 Jordan, James M  31, first marriage, mar. 8 yrs, farmer   Al NC SC 
 wife Mary L           33, first marriage, 4 child./3 living         Al Ga  Ga 
 Willi C (dau) 7, Clarence E 5, Wm D 1          all children b. Al 
also 
 Milton, Martha        62  mo-in-law, widow, 10 child./5 living     b. Ga, parents’ bp not known 
 
More About MARTHA MIRANDA GRAY: 
Burial: Eden Baptist Church Cemetery, Geneva County, Alabama5 
 
Notes for RICHARD MILTON: 
At least one son, Warren, from marriage prior to Martha. 
 
Excerpt from email from Lavinia Helms, 5/23/2001: 
 
   < But I sure was hit in the face with a piece of new evidence on the husband of my great grandmother, 
Martha Gray Milton.  This happened about three weeks ago.  Richard Milton disappeared about 1890-1895.  
He was thought possibly dead.  NOW, it appears he returned to Georgia and MARRIED AGAIN!!!, and 
had another family.   Oh well, my grandmother did not have to know - or my dad. > 
 
                                         - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 
Is this any of his family?  He was in the area of Dale County where Richard and Martha Gray Milton and 
Joseph & Mary Gray were in 1880. 
 
1870 US Census, Dale County, Alabama, P.O. Daleville, Beat #3, 30 July, pg 183, #129: 
 Melton, Jackson  28  keeps house (sic)  $150  Ga 
 S C (f)                  29   keeps house                  Ga 
 Henry 10, Corina 6/12?                                    AL 
 
                                         - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 
1880 LDS familysearch.org online census search: 
 No Jack/Jackson Melton/Milton in Alabama (except a 9 yr old in Lauderdale Co.), Florida or Georgia. 
 The only Milton/Melton in Dale Co. was Richard Melton and Martha near Joseph & Mary Gray. 
 No AJ Milton/Melton in Alabama or Georgia.  Only one in Florida. 
  
This family looks more like Lavinia’s Jackson, but not so much like the 1870 Dale Co person: 
 
 A. J. MELTON Self M Male W 44 GA Blacksmith GA GA   
 S. A. MELTON Wife M Female W 39 GA Keeping House GA   NC   
 Palmiry MELTON Dau S Female W 21 GA Laborer GA GA   
 C. F. MELTON Son S Male W 12 GA Laborer GA GA   
 W. A. MELTON Dau S Female W 8 GA  GA GA   
 V. V. MELTON Dau S Female W 4 AL  GA   GA   
 A. S. MELTON Son S Male W 1 FL  GA   GA   
 
Source Information: 
  Census Place Precinct 4, Jackson, Florida  
  Page Number   519B  
  
Children of MARTHA GRAY and RICHARD MILTON are: 
2. i. MARY LOUISE3 MILTON, b. 25 Aug 1875, Geneva County, Alabama; d. 20 Aug 1960. 
3. ii. JOSEPH RICHARD MILTON, b. 23 Jan 1878, Geneva County, Alabama; d. 22 Jan 1950. 
4. iii. JOHN WILEY MILTON, b. 06 Sep 1882, Geneva County, Alabama; d. 17 Feb 1958. 
 iv. DAVID E MILTON6, b. 03 Jan 1885, Geneva County, Alabama7; d. 01 Feb 19647; m. (1) EDNA 

UNKNOWN; m. (2) MARTHA MOCK, 1904. 
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More About DAVID E MILTON: 
Burial: Eden Baptist Church Cemetery, Geneva County, Alabama7 

 
5. v. CHARLES W MILTON, b. 03 Jan 1890, Geneva County, Alabama. 
 vi. ANDREW JACKSON MILTON, b. 1880, Alabama8. 

 
 
 

Generation No. 2 
 

2.  MARY LOUISE3 MILTON (MARTHA MIRANDA2 GRAY, JOSEPH1)9 was born 25 Aug 1875 in Geneva County, 
Alabama10, and died 20 Aug 196010.  She married JAMES MADISON JORDAN11 28 May 190212.  He was born 
12 Jul 187812, and died May 194712. 
 
Notes for MARY LOUISE MILTON: 
1910 US Census Geneva County, Alabama, Precinct 11, Beaver Dam, pg 126, #178/179: 
 Jordan, James M  31, first marriage, mar. 8 yrs, farmer   Al NC SC 
 wife Mary L        33, first marriage, 4 child./3 living       Al Ga  Ga 
 Willi C (dau) 7, Clarence E 5, Wm D 1          all children b. Al 
also 
 Milton, Martha   62  mo-in-law, widow, 10 child./5 living     b. Ga, parents’ bp not known 
 
More About MARY LOUISE MILTON: 
Burial: Eden Baptist Church Cemetery, Geneva County, Alabama13 
 
More About JAMES MADISON JORDAN: 
Burial: Eden Baptist Church Cemetery, Geneva County, Alabama13 
  
Children of MARY MILTON and JAMES JORDAN are: 
 i. CLARENCE EUGENE4 JORDAN14, b. 22 Oct 190514; m. DELIA INEZ ANDERSON15, 27 Oct 192716. 
 ii. WILLIE CLARENE JORDAN16, b. Abt. 1907; d. Bef. 198217; m. ROY UNDERWOOD17. 
 iii. FLORENCE JORDAN18, b. 12 Nov 190718; d. 08 May 190818. 

 
More About FLORENCE JORDAN: 
Burial: Eden Baptist Church Cemetery, Geneva County, Alabama19 

 
 iv. WILLIAM DEVODA JORDAN20,21, b. 19 Apr 190922; m. MATTIE MAE ANDERSON22, 11 Jun 192722; b. 

21 Apr 191022; d. 22 Sep 2004, Geneva, Geneva County, Alabama23. 
 
Notes for MATTIE MAE ANDERSON: 
Received from Lavinia Jordan Helms, Wed., 22 Sep 2004: 
 
Obituary - Mattie Mae Anderson Jordan 
 
Mrs. Mattie Mae Anderson Jordan of Coffee Springs, AL, aged 94, went to be with the Lord on 
Wednesday Morning,  September 22, 2004 after an extended illness.   She had been a resident of the 
Hartford Retirement Village and recently moved to the  Wiregrass Nursing Home,Geneva, AL. 
 
Funeral services will be held Saturday, September 25, 2004 at 2:00 pm from the Pittman Funeral Home 
Chapel in Geneva, AL.  The Rev.  Dicky McAllister will officiate.   Burial will  follow in the  
Meadowlawn Memorial Park, Enterprise, AL. 
 
The family will receive friends at the Pittman Funeral Home, Geneva from 6:00 until 8:00 pm on 
Friday, September 24, 2004.  At other times the family will be at the home of a daughter and son-in-
law, Marjorie and Eugene Charles, 803 County Road 13, Coffee  Springs, AL. 
 
Mrs. Jordan was born  near Victoria in Coffee County, AL. April 21, 1910, the daughter of John Z. and 
Desty Lavinia Chapman Anderson.  She was fourth in a family of five boys and four girls. The family 
soon moved to the Coffee Springs area of Geneva Co. where she lived until moving to the Hartford 
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Retirement Village in March 2000.  She married while still young and was a farm wife and enjoyed her 
vegetable gardens and her flower gardens. She enjoyed fishing trips and traveling with her husband.  
She was a loving mother and grandmother and enjoyed cooking wonderful holiday dinners for her large 
family.  She was a member of the Coffee Springs Senior Citizens Group and along with her husband 
worked to build it up and keep it active.  She was a dedicated member of First Baptist Church, Coffee 
Springs and attended as long as she was able.  
 
The family would like to express their thanks and appreciation  to Southern Care Hospice  and the 
personnel at the Hartford Retirement Village and the Wiregrass Nursing Home in Genevafor their 
loving care during her time of need.   Also, we would like to thank Dr. O. D. Mitchum for his many 
years of medical care. 
 
Flowers will be accepted or donations may be made to the Hartford Retirement Village in  
her memory. 
 
She was preceded in death by her husband of 58 years, William DeVoda Jordan on  
October 20, 1986; by her parents; a grandson, Keith Jordan; a great great granddaughter, Zoe Jordan;  a 
daughter-in-law, Kathleen Jordan; two  sisters, Eva Hartzog and Delia Jordan; five brothers, Youel 
Anderson, Dewey Anderson, J. Z. Anderson, Audie Lee Anderson and John Purvis Anderson; mother 
and father-in-law Mary Louise and James Madison Jordan and a special grandfather, Richard Asbury 
Chapman. 
 
Survivors include three sons and daughters-in-law, William J. and Gail Jordan, Laceys Spring, AL, 
Donald M. and Murline Jordan, Chancellor, Bobby Gene and June Jordan, Geneva; two daughters, and 
sons-in-law, Lavinia and James Carl Helms, Enterprise, Marjorie and Eugene Charles, Coffee Springs; 
one sister, Rillie Simmons, Coffee Springs; two sisters-in-law, Irene Mason, East Dublin, GA, and I. V. 
Anderson, Silverhill, AL; thirteen grandchildren, Marie (Steve) Koach, Enterprise, Shirley (James) 
Edberg, New Brockton, Kenneth (Heather) Helms, Fayetteville, GA, Cynthia (Milton) Partin, 
Headland, Donine ( David) Hyder, Atlanta, Donald M. Jordan, II., Atlanta, Teresa (Randy) Davis,  
Eufaula, Wanda ( Wendell) Floyd, Dothan, James W. (Suzette) Jones, Enterprise, Raynelle Threat, 
Atlanta, Rebecca (Jeffery) Threat, Atlanta, Denise (Peter) Grogan, Madison, AL, Terry (Maria) Jordan, 
Shalimar, FL; a grand daughter-in-law, Cyndi Jordan, Mobile.  She is also survived by thirty five great 
grandchildren;  eight great great grandchildren and a host of other relatives and friends.  
Pall bearers will be great grand sons. 
 

 
 v. ELIZABETH JORDAN24, b. 191025; d. 191225. 

 
More About ELIZABETH JORDAN: 
Burial: Eden Baptist Church Cemetery, Geneva County, Alabama26 

 
 vi. MARINDA IRENE JORDAN27, m. DAILY MASON27. 
 
 
3.  JOSEPH RICHARD3 MILTON (MARTHA MIRANDA2 GRAY, JOSEPH1)28 was born 23 Jan 1878 in Geneva 
County, Alabama28, and died 22 Jan 195028.  He married (1) SARAH ELIZABETH LLOYD28 Abt. 189729.  She 
was born 03 Nov 188430, and died 18 Dec 191730.  He married (2) ELLA ARRENA JOHNSON31,32 05 May 
1921 in Geneva County, Alabama33.  She was born 23 Oct 189734, and died 24 Aug 197734. 
 
Notes for JOSEPH RICHARD MILTON: 
1900 US Census, Geneva County, Alabama, 15 June, Precinct 11, Beaver Dam (name “Pledger 
community” stricken through),  pg 132A, #232: 
 Milton, Rich  28  (Jan 1878)  log hauler, owns house free      Fl Ga Ga 
 Lizzie           16  (Nov 1883)  married 3 yrs, 1 child/1 living   Al Al Al 
 Hubbert          1  (Oct 1898)   Al 
 
At #230:  Martha Milton & family. 
 
                                                              - - - - - - - - - - 
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1910 US Census, Geneva County, Alabama, 18 April, Precinct 11, Beaver Dam, Coffee Springs town, 
Enterprise Rd, pg 121A, #84: 
 Milton, Joseph R  32  m1, 12 yrs, laborer lumber mill, owns house free, can R/not W Fl Unk Ga 
 Lizzie                   26  m1, 7 children/4 living  Al Al Al 
 Herbert                 11 
 Jewell                    8 
 Cora                      5 
 Freddie F               1  all children born  Al Fl Al 
 
At #83:  Wiley J 27 and Camilla 22 Milton 
 
 
More About JOSEPH RICHARD MILTON: 
Burial: Eden Baptist Church Cemetery, Geneva County, Alabama34 
 
Notes for SARAH ELIZABETH LLOYD: 
Lavinia Helm’s family sheet had her surname as Ryland. 
 
More About SARAH ELIZABETH LLOYD: 
Burial: Eden Baptist Church Cemetery, Geneva County, Alabama34 
 
More About ELLA ARRENA JOHNSON: 
Burial: Eden Baptist Church Cemetery, Geneva County, Alabama34 
  
Children of JOSEPH MILTON and SARAH LLOYD are: 
 i. HERBERT4 MILTON35, b. 17 Oct 189835; d. 22 Dec 191835; m. ANNIE RUTH JORDAN35. 

 
Notes for HERBERT MILTON: 
1920 US Census, Geneva County, Ala., 9-10 Feb, Precinct 11, Beaver Dam, pg 179b, #342: 
 Milton, Herbert L  21  farmer, rents farm, can R/W  Al Fl Al 
 Annie Ruth            18  can R/W   Al Ga Ga 
 James R              1/12  Al 

 
 ii. JEWEL MILTON35, b. 24 Jan 190235; d. 16 Oct 197636; m. CHARLIE CONWAY JORDAN37. 
 iii. CORA MILTON37, b. 10 Feb 190537; d. 18 Jun 197938; m. FLOYD W WHITE39; b. 30 Jan 190240. 
 iv. FRED MILTON41, b. 23 Oct 190841; d. 01 Mar 196741; m. TOMMY RUE BOWDOIN42, 03 Jul 1927, 

Geneva County, Alabama43; b. 15 Jan 191243. 
 v. WILLIE OPHELIA MILTON44, b. 20 Apr 191144; d. Oct 199445; m. MORRIS PRICE46; b. 24 Feb 190347. 
 
 
 
4.  JOHN WILEY3 MILTON (MARTHA MIRANDA2 GRAY, JOSEPH1)63 was born 06 Sep 1882 in Geneva County, 
Alabama64, and died 17 Feb 195864.  He married ROSIE CAMILLA LOCK65 190465.   
 
Notes for JOHN WILEY MILTON: 
1930 US Census, Geneva County, Alabama, 15 April, Pct 12, Marl, Samson-Geneva Rd., pg 238B, #125: 
 Milton, John W  47  married at 21, rents farm, cannot R/W  Al Al Al 
 Rosa C               42  married at 16, can R/W                          Al Al Al 
 H Wilmer (son)  17  single, can R/W                                     Al Al Al 
 Bertha M (dau)   15  in school                                                Al Al Al 
 William B (son)   9  in school                                                Al Al Al 
 Mildred   (dau)     1 5/12                                                        Al Al Al 
 
At #122:  Daniel E and Frances M Owens. 
At #124:  Joseph A & Matilda E Calhoun. 
 
More About JOHN WILEY MILTON: 
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Burial: Eden Baptist Church Cemetery, Geneva County, Alabama66 
 
More About ROSIE CAMILLA LOCK: 
Burial: Eden Baptist Church Cemetery, Geneva County, Alabama66 
  
Children of JOHN MILTON and ROSIE LOCK are: 
 i. PRESTON4 MILTON67. 
 ii. ANGUS MILTON67. 
 iii. BERTHA MILTON67. 
 iv. WILMER MILTON67. 
 v. EDNA RUTH MILTON67. 
 
 
5.  CHARLES W3 MILTON (MARTHA MIRANDA2 GRAY, JOSEPH1)67 was born 03 Jan 1890 in Geneva County, 
Alabama67.  He married (1) LILLIE STEPHENS67 1909.    He married (2) RUBY JOHNSON67 1919.   
 
Notes for LILLIE STEPHENS: 
No children. 
 
Notes for RUBY JOHNSON: 
Three children. 
  
Children of CHARLES MILTON and RUBY JOHNSON are: 
 i. CHARLES RICHARD4 MILTON67. 
 ii. LOUISE MILTON67. 
 iii. SYBIL MILTON67. 
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