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Descendants of John Holland 

 
 

Generation No. 1 
 

1.  JOHN1 HOLLAND was born Abt. 1798 in North Carolina1.  He married MARY UNKNOWN.  She was born 
Abt. 1799 in Georgia2. 
 
Notes for JOHN HOLLAND: 
John and Mary were about 30 when son Haywood was born, so they might have children born before he 
was.  There was a female under 5 listed in their 1830 household. 
 
See Florida State Genealogical Society Florida Pioneer Application #382 (copy at Florida State 
Archives) by descendant of Emily, dau of John Holland, the shoemaker.  Emily married Jacob George 
Merritt (b 28 Dec 1841 at Thomasville, Ga; d 13 Sep 1913 at Pelham, Mitchel Co, Ga).   That application 
cites Gadsden censuses 1830-40-50, 1846-47 tax list and 1845 voters list to show John Holland in Florida. 
 
There is an 1856 deed in Leon County (Bk L-pg 235) from John Holland of Gadsden County and his wife 
Eveline for Lot 6 and the North 1/2 of Lot #5 of Sec 28 T1 R2 N&E containing 120 acres.  Who is he?  
Witnesses: Mary Woodward and RHM Davidson, Jr.  He was of Leon County when he bought the land.  
As John L Holland, he married Emeline Sewell 9 Jun 1853 in Leon County (marriage record has name 
Emeline instead of Eveline).  He appeared on the 1856 and 1857 Gadsden tax roll taxed for 1 male 21-50, 
too young to be John, the shoemaker. 
 
1830 US Census, Gadsden County, Florida, pg 150 (left sheet, image 23), line #13: 
 Jno Holland 1m < 5, 1m 30-40  1f < 5, 1f 20-30   No slaves. 
 He is listed nine entries past Briant Vickers.  Most of the Vickerses lived near Concord.  Nicholas 
Robinson and two Laings, both Concord names, are on the preceding page.  Nathan Shelfer and Redding 
Blount are on the following page.  In 1850, Bryon Vickers, age 65, is 5 entries away from Maria Grey of 
Concord who is 6 entries past Nicholas Robinson.  Nathan Shelfer is adjacent John & Mary Gray of 
Concord. 
 
 
1840 US Census, Gadsden County, Florida, pg 97 (left sheet, image #9).  Names on this census are grouped 
alphabetically, so it is impossible to determine where they were located geographically. 
 Holland, John 1m < 5, 1m 40-50  2f < 5, 3f 5-10, 1f 30-40   No slaves. 
 One person employed in manufactures or trades. 
 The boy <5 does not fit Haywood.   Mary, Nancy <5;  Emily, Sarah 5-10; one dau missing in 1850. 
 Some people claim that Nicholas Robinson’s wife, Elizabeth, was a Holland - John’s missing daughter? 
 
 
1850 US Census, Gadsden County, Florida, pg 354, #105/105: 
 Holland, John 52 shoemaker NC 
 Mary 51  Ga 
 Heywood 21 overseer Fl 
 Sarah 18  Fl 
 Emily 15  Fl 
 Nancy 12  Fl 
 Mary 10  Fl 
 Margaret 8  Fl 
 Martha 9   (6?) Fl 
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1860 US Census, Decatur County, Georgia, P.O. Cairo, pg 166, #480: 
 Holland, John   62  shoemaker  $----  $----  NC 
 Mary                58  Ga 
 Emily               24  Ga 
 Mary                22  Ga 
 Martha             16  Ga 
This is the only Holland family in Decatur Co except for 4-yr-old female Bessey Holland in household of J 
B/R? Griffin (22) in Bainbridge. 
 
 
1870 US Census, Thomas County, Georgia, P.O. Thomasville, West of Ochlockonee River, pg 151B, #24: 
 Holland,  John 71 farm laborer NC cannot R/W 
 Mary 70 K H Ga cannot W 
 Mary A 31 housekeeping Fl 
 Martha 26  Fl 
On pg 171A, #289:  Eliza Holland, widow of Bright, with children, including the Alvin who moved to 
Sycamore in 1903. 
1880:  not found in US 
Only John Holland of right age in any state 1880 (does not appear to be the same unless H Marion is his 
grandson and Christenia is a second wife): 
 H. Marion HOLLAND Self M Male W 35 KY Farmer NC   TN   
 Permelia HOLLAND Wife M Female W 28 KY Keeping House KY   KY   
 Argany HOLLAND Dau S Female W 8 KY  KY   KY   
 Wm. H. HOLLAND Son S Male W 6 KY  KY   KY   
 Margaret J. HOLLAND Dau S Female W 3 KY  KY   KY   
 Marvin HOLLAND Son S Male W 1 KY  KY   KY   
*** Jno. HOLLAND Father M Male W 84 NC At Home VA   VA   
 Christenia HOLLAND Mother M Female W 77 TN At Home SC   PA   
Source Information: 
Census Place Birmingham, Marshall, Kentucky  
Page Number   186C   
 
  
Children of JOHN HOLLAND and MARY UNKNOWN are: 
 i. HAYWOOD2 HOLLAND, b. Abt. 1829, Florida3; m. (1) VIRGINIA E PERKINS, 28 Jan 1858, Gadsden 

County, Florida4; m. (2) ANN N BLACKWELL, 14 May 1866, Jackson County, Florida5; b. Abt. 1822. 
 
Notes for HAYWOOD HOLLAND: 
Note:  Woodard D Holland of Wayne County, NC, son of Elisha Holland and Patience Watkins,  had a 
son named Exum Haywood Holland.  Does this name run in the family?  See 1853 will at 
http://ftp.rootsweb.com/pub/usgenweb/nc/wayne/wills/holand01.txt .  (Wayne County Wills - August 7, 
1853, Bk. R11, p. 340, file 571.) 
 
 
Biographical Roster of Florida’s Confederate and Union Soldiers, 1861-1865, by David Hartman, 
pg 505: 
 Heywood Holland:  Fl 2nd Cav, Co G 
 Enlisted 8/12/62 at Chattahoochee.  Present on last roll and was paroled at Tallahassee 5/10/65. 
 
                                         - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 
1850 US Census, Wakulla County, Florida, Shell Point District, pg 256, #90/92: 
 Haywood Holland  21  no occ. given  Fl     enumerated alone 
 No familiar names nearby. 
Same person as was enumerated in Gadsden, age 21, in his father’s household?   
His occupation was overseer.  Was he working in Wakulla? 
 
                                         - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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1860 US Census, Jackson County, Florida, P.O. Marianna, pg 767, #254: 
 Holland, Haywood  31  overseer  - - -   - - -  Fl 
 in household of John W Johnson 43  farmer  $8,000  $30,000  Ga 
***Where is wife Virginia Perkins?  Dead?  1860 census does not show marital status. 
At #253:  William Scott  53  overseer for Geo. Gray  $12,000  $43,700  Va 
 
Same person? 
http://searches.rootsweb.com/cgi-bin/ifetch2?/u1/data/fl+index+168571095506+F  
Groom Index to Jackson County, Florida Marriages, 1848-1900, HE-L 
 HOLLAND, Haywood   5/14/1866   BLACKWELL, Ann N     B-189 
 
1870:  no Hollands found in index to Jackson County census at  
http://ftp.rootsweb.com/pub/usgenweb/fl/jackson/census/1870i1.txt  
 
1870 US Census, Henry County, Alabama, P.O. Abbeville, 1st Precinct, #192: 
 Holland, Haywood  38  farmer  $1800  $450  Ga 
 Mariah                     40                                     SC 
 Blackwell, Henry    19  farm laborer               SC  cannot R/W 
 Blackwell, John      10  farm laborer                Al  cannot R/W 
 Blackwell, Louba (f) 6                                     Al   ***Is this same as Lola in 1880?  Or Loula? 
 
1880:  LDS online:  all Hollands in Jackson County are black.   
Same results found at Jackson County USGenWeb site: 
http://ftp.rootsweb.com/pub/usgenweb/fl/jackson/census/1880i4.txt  (index) and 
http://ftp.rootsweb.com/pub/usgenweb/fl/jackson/census/1880d3a.txt  (transcription) 
 
Only similar name found in US 1880: 
 Hayward HOLLAND   Self   M  Male     W   51   FL   Farmer                 NC   GA   
 Annie HOLLAND       Wife  M  Female  W   58   SC   Keeping House   NC   NC   
 Lola HOLLAND          Dau   S   Female  W   17   AL                               SC   SC   
Source Information: 
  Census Place Hicks, Henry, Alabama  
  Page Number   558A  
 
1885 index:  Jackson County USGenWeb site:  all Hollands in Jackson County are black.   
http://ftp.rootsweb.com/pub/usgenweb/fl/jackson/census/1885i05.txt  (index) and  

 
 
 ii. SARAH HOLLAND, b. Abt. 1832, Florida6. 
 iii. EMILY B. HOLLAND7, b. 01 Mar 1834, Gadsden County, Florida8,9; d. 20 Aug 1903, Thomas County, 

Georgia9; m. JACOB GEORGE MERRITT; b. 28 Dec 1841, Thomas County, Georgia9; d. 13 Sep 1913, 
Pelham, Mitchell County, Georgia9. 
 
Notes for EMILY B. HOLLAND: 
1880 from LDS online at familysearch.org: 
 Jacob H. MERRITT Self M Male W   38 GA  Farmer NC   NC   
 Emily MERRITT Wife M Female W   44 FL Housekeeping SC   SC   
 Susan E. MERRITT Dau S Female W   14 GA Housekeeping NC   NC   
 Mary L. MERRITT Dau S Female W   13 GA Housekeeping NC   NC   
 Haywood H. MERRITT Son S Male W   12 GA Works On Farm NC   NC   
 James M. MERRITT Son S Male W   10 GA Works On Farm NC   NC   
 Lucius MERRITT Son S Male W   4 GA  NC   NC   
 MERRITT Son S Male W   2M GA  NC   NC   
Source Information: 
  Census Place Pearces, Decatur, Georgia  
  Page Number   159B       
 

 
 iv. NANCY HOLLAND, b. Abt. 1838, Florida10. 
 v. MARY HOLLAND, b. Abt. 1840, Florida10. 
2. vi. MAGARET ANN HOLLAND, b. 28 Jan 1840, Gadsden County, Florida; d. 05 Mar 1876. 
 vii. MARTHA HOLLAND, b. Abt. 1844, Florida10.
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Generation No. 2 

 
2.  MAGARET ANN2 HOLLAND (JOHN1)11 was born 28 Jan 1840 in Gadsden County, Florida12,13, and died 05 
Mar 187614.  She married JONATHAN WILLIAM MERRITT15 08 Oct 1857 in Quincy, Gadsden County, 
Florida16, son of RICHARD MERRITT and CATHERINE UNKNOWN.  He was born 03 Apr 1839 in Cairo, 
Grady County, Georgia17,18, and died 05 Mar 1892 in Havana, Gadsden County, Florida19,20. 
 
Notes for MAGARET ANN HOLLAND: 
Apparently, she is daughter of John Holland, the shoemaker.  See notes on husband for father’s name - John 
Holland - and list of children from LDS IGI. 
 
http://ftp.rootsweb.com/pub/usgenweb/fl/gadsden/census/1850a.txt : 
1850 US Census, Gadsden County, Florida, pg 354-355: 
105  105  HOLLAND         John 52 M Shoemaker NC 
105  105  HOLLAND         Mary 51 F  GA 
105  105  HOLLAND         Heywood 21 M Overseer FL 
105  105  HOLLAND         Sarah 18 F  FL 
105  105  HOLLAND         Emily 15 F  FL 
105  105  HOLLAND         Nancy 12 F  FL  
105  105  HOLLAND         Mary 10 F  FL 
105  105  HOLLAND         MarGAret 8 F  FL  
105  105  HOLLAND         Martha 9 F  FL 
 
1860: see Decatur Co, Ga for this family.   
 
1860:  not found as Jonathan on Florida or Georgia index.  In Florida index, found (pg 544, #661) James 
Merritt 21, overseer in household of Wiley Gainey (52 NC) in last page of China Hill, Little River District, 
but Concord header was on next page, so there may have been overlap in page. 
 
1860 US Census, Gadsden County, Concord District, pg 457, #12: 
 Merritt, William      21  farmer  $200  $100 Ga 
 Margaret                 19                                  Fl 
 William P                2                                   Fl 
 
Adjacent entries are Isaiah Gray 22, James Gray 36 Al (wife Keziah 34 Al), and David Gray 35 Al.  
Susannah Gray 94 SC is in household of James and Keziah. 
 
 
1870 US Census, Gadsden County, P.O. Quincy, pg 767B, #943/948: 
 Merrit, Johnathan   31  farmer $200  $175  Ga 
 Margaret                30                                  Fl 
 William P              11 
 Joseph I                 10 
 Laura J                   6? 
 Sarah C                  4 
 unnamed female  6/12  all children born in Fl 
 
 
1880:  no Merritts found in Gadsden County on LDS online at familysearch.org. 
Jonathan, Margaret, William, John Wiley not found in Florida or Georgia. 
 
Found in Cairo, Thomas County, pg 393B (possibly their son?): 
 Joe MERRITT   Self   S   Male   W   19   FL   Farm Laborer   GA   GA   
 
                                                  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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1885 Florida State Census, Gadsden County, District 3, pg 482, #54/54: 
 Merritt, J W      45  farmer  Ga SC SC 
 Angeline           26              Ga  -     -          ***2nd wife;  Margaret died 1876 
 S J (dau)           18                                       ***Probably should be L J for Laura Jane 
 M R (dau)         16 
 J W (son)          14 
 E J (dau)           12 
 Hardy L (son)    6 
 Nora (dau)         4 
 Tom (son)          2 
 
                                          - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 
LDS IGI has both of them buried at Merrett Cemetery in Gadsden County. 
 
Gadsden County, Florida Tomb Index, 1962, Inscriptions copied and arranged by Members of The 
Quincy Branch of The Church of Jesus Christ OF Latter-Day Saints, started 1957 and completed:26 Jan 
1962.  Indexed.  Copy in Gadsden County Public Library, June 2002: 
 
Cem #38   (Thompson Cemetery Located north of Havana West of Highway 27. Inquire as cemetery not 
near the road. Copied by Members of the Quincy Branch June 1957. ) 
 Holland Margaret Ann   28 Jan. 1840    5 Mar. 1876   Wife of Jothan Wm. Merritt  
 Merritt  Jothan Wm. 3 Apr. 1839 5 Mar. 1892 Hus of Margaret Ann Holland  
 
Note:  the online version of this index (http://www.rootsweb.com/~flgadsde/cemeteries/Hayes/HthruJ.htm ) 
has an error in the cemetery number for Margaret Ann Holland.  It has her at cemetery #30 instead of #38. 
 
 
Have not found any online survey of Thompson Cemetery, except for the message board post quoted below.  
Cemetery known locally as Burns Cemetery.  See Message Board posting at 
http://boards.ancestry.com/mbexec/message/an/localities.northam.usa.states.florida.counties.gadsden/930.1.1  
for directions and a list of people buried there, including J W Merritt and both his wives (Margaret and 
Rhoda): 
 

Subject: Thompson Cemetery, a/k/a known locally as Burns Cemetery 
Author: Angela Cassidy  <angela_b_cassidy@yahoo.com> 
Date: 26 Jul 2003 5:19 AM GMT  
 
<excerpt> 
. . . It is north of Havana if you go up U.S. Highway 27, to about 1 mile south of the Georgia State Line, turn 
right off US 27 onto McNair Road (which ends over in Concord). Go 1/4 mile on McNair Road and see a 
grassy lane on the left, with locked gates. This man I was with had a key to the gate given by the hunting club 
that owns the land. He mows the cemetery and keeps it up because his Laing great-grandparents are buried 
there. It was absolutely beautiful. About 1,000 square feet with a wrought iron fence around it, just sitting in 
the middle of woods. There was a 30 foot tall white crape myrtle in the corner, with a trunk so big around I 
could not reach. . . 
. . .  
 J. W. Merritt, born Apr. 3, 1839, died Mar. 5, 1892.  
 Margaret Ann, wife of J. W. Merritt, born Jan. 28, 1840, died Mar. 5, 1876.   
At their feet two other headstones and one funeral home marker.   
 Rhoda Angeline Marsh Merritt Dortch, Feb. 13, 1857 - Jan 3, 1944.   
 Lillie E. Merritt 1881-1980.   
Funeral home marker:  
 Wyett H. Merritt, Sgt U.S. Army WWI, Sep. 15, 1887 - Jan. 16, 1978. . .  <end excerpt> 
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More About MAGARET ANN HOLLAND: 
Burial: Thompson/Burns Cemetery, Gadsden County, Florida21 
 
Notes for JONATHAN WILLIAM MERRITT: 
His Gadsden County will and estate settlement list children and their spouses:  Joseph I Merritt, John Wiley 
Merritt, Lou (Lura J) Merritt and her husband, David W Dortch; Margaret (Maggie) and her husband, S 
Calvin Roland; Sallie (Sarah C) and her husband Frank V Holt; Emma and her husband, J B Scott.  See 
http://familytreemaker.genealogy.com/users/m/c/d/Glenda-Mcdougald/FILE/0005page.html . 
 
                                                  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 
http://ftp.rootsweb.com/pub/usgenweb/fl/gadsden/military/1917crav.txt  
Gadsden County, Florida - 1917-18 Civilian Draft Registration, Surnames CRAVEN-HARRISON 
 
1ST COLUMN:  NAME 
2ND COLUMN:  BIRTH DATE 
3RD COLUMN:  ETHNIC GROUP 
4TH COLUMN:  BIRTH LOCATION OR OTHER INFO (spelling unreliable) 
OTHER COLUMNS:  LOCATION OF REGISTRATION 
 
 Merritt, Hardy Lewis 31 Jul 1879 W  Gadsden FL 
 Merritt, Horace Reynard? 29 Sep 1877 W  Gadsden FL 
 Merritt, Matthew 10 Mar 1880 B  Gadsden FL 
 Merritt, Thomas Robert 3 Nov 1890 W Havana FL Gadsden FL 
 Merritt, William Dwight 12 Nov 1899 W  Gadsden FL 
 Merritt, Wyett H. 15 Sep 1887 W Havana FL or Concord FL Gadsden FL 
 
 
                                                  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 
Are these people related?  This cemetery is on west side of Gadsden. 
 
http://ftp.rootsweb.com/pub/usgenweb/fl/gadsden/cemetery/smyrna.txt : 
SMYRNA CEMETERY, Chattahoochee, Gadsden County, Florida  
File contributed for use in USGenWeb Archives by Wayne N. Carpenter, (wnc1933@email.msn.com). 
 
Surveyed: October 29, 1999 
 
Directions: Leave Chattahoochee on Bonnie Hill Road (Hwy 269) south. Go 4.1 miles to Hardaway Hwy 
(Hwy 268). Turn left on Hwy 268 and go .5 mile.  Cemetery is on right side of Hwy with name on sign. . . 
This cemetery is a Presbyterian church cemetery. 
 MERRITT, Edward (Jr),     b. 17 Mar 1929                          d/s Sarah F Merritt, "Gone but not forgotten" 
 MERRITT, Sarah Frances,  b. 24 Sep 1914  d. 31 Jul 1988  d/s Edward Merritt Jr 
 
                                                  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 
LDS online at familysearch.org: 
IGI Individual Record 
International Genealogical Index v5.0: 
 

  Jonathan William Merritt   
  Male   Family  
  Birth:  03 APR 1839   Cairo, Grady, Georgia  
  Death:  05 MAR 1892   Havana, Gadsden, Florida  
  Burial:  06 MAR 1892   Merritt Cem, , Gadsden, Florida  
  Parents:  
  Father:  Jonathan William Merritt 
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Marriages:  
  Spouse:  Margaret Anne Holland 
  Marriage:  08 OCT 1857   Quincy, Gadsden, Florida  
------- 
Messages:  
 Record submitted by a member of the LDS Church.   
  
 
Family Group Record: 
Husband  
Jonathan William Merritt 
 Birth:  03 APR 1839  Cairo, Grady, Georgia  
Marriage:  08 OCT 1857  Quincy, Gadsden, Florida              *****Note Quincy as marriage place! 
Death:  05 MAR 1892  Havana, Gadsden, Florida  
Burial:  06 MAR 1892  Merritt Cem, , Gadsden, Florida  
 Father:   Jonathan William Merritt  
  
Wife                                                                                        ***See second wife below 
 Margaret Anne Holland 
 Birth:  28 JAN 1840  Cairo, Grady, Georgia  
Marriage:  08 OCT 1857  Quincy, Gadsden, Florida  
Death:  05 MAR 1876  Havana, Gadsden, Florida  
Burial:  06 MAR 1876  Merrett Cem, , Gadsden, Florida  
   
 Father:   John Holland          ***Note:  no further info on him.   
 Mother:                                  
Children  
1.   William Patrick Merritt  
   Male    
   Birth:  25 JUL 1858  Concord, Gadsden, Florida  
Death:  1881    
  
2.   Joseph Irvin Merritt  
   Male    
   Birth:  22 JAN 1860  Concord, Gadsden, Florida  
Death:  13 OCT 1928    
 
3.   Mary Little Merritt 
   Female    
   Birth:  15 DEC 1861  Concord, Gadsden, Florida  
Death:  28 NOV 1864    
  
4.   Lura Jane Merritt 
   Female    
   Birth:  02 NOV 1863  Concord, Gadsden, Florida  
Death:  08 AUG 1900    
 
5.   Sarah Catherine Merritt 
   Female    
   Birth:  07 OCT 1865  Concord, Gadsden, Florida  
Death:  29 MAY 1939    
  
6.   Margaret Receber Merritt                                        ***Margaret Rebecca 
   Female    
   Birth:  24 NOV 1869  Concord, Gadsden, Florida  
Death:  16 MAY 1932    
 
7.   John Wiley Merritt 
   Male    
   Birth:  05 SEP 1872  Concord, Gadsden, Florida  
Death:  01 SEP 1952    
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8.   Emily Jonathan Merritt 
   Female    
   Birth:  10 SEP 1874  Concord, Gadsden, Florida  
Death:  15 MAR 1954    

  
                                 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 

Jonathan William Merritt   
  Male  
 Birth:  03 APR 1839   Cairo, Grady, Georgia  
 Death:  05 MAR 1892   Havana, Gadsden, Florida  
 Burial:  06 MAR 1892   Merrett Cem, , Gadsden, Florida  
 
Parents:  
  Father:  Jonathan William Merritt 
  
Marriages:  
  Spouse:  Rhoda Angeline Marsh 
  Marriage:  08 OCT 1878   Bainbridge, Decatur, Georgia  
  
-------- 
Messages:  
 Record submitted by a member of the LDS Church.   
 
 
 
Rhoda Angeline Marsh   
  Female 
 Birth:  13 FEB 1857   Calvary, Grady, Georgia  
 Death:  03 JAN 1944   Havana, Gadsden, Florida  
 Burial:  04 JAN 1944   Merrett Cem, , Gadsden, Florida  
 
Parents:  
  Father:  Richard Marsh 
  Mother:  Rhoda Clay      
 
Children  
 
1.   Hardy Lewis Merritt  
   Male    
   Birth:  31 JUL 1879  Concord, Gadsden, Florida  
Christening:      
Death:  16 DEC 1944    
 
2.   Unavailable 
  
3.   Lucious Oscar Merritt 
   Male    
   Birth:  28 JUL 1883  Concord, Gadsden, Florida  
Christening:      
Death:  28 MAR 1959    
 
4.   Unavailable 
 
5.   Unavailable  
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More About JONATHAN WILLIAM MERRITT: 
Burial: Thompson/Burns Cemetery, Gadsden County, Florida21 
  
Children of MAGARET HOLLAND and JONATHAN MERRITT are: 
 i. WILLIAM P3 MERRITT, b. 185822. 
 ii. JOSEPH I MERRITT, b. Abt. 1860. 
 iii. LURA J MERRITT, b. Abt. 1864. 
 iv. SARAH C MERRITT, b. Abt. 1866. 
 v. MARGARET R MERRITT, b. Abt. 186923. 
 vi. JOHN WILEY MERRITT, b. Abt. 187123. 
 vii. EMMA J MERRITT, b. Abt. 187323. 
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